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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

The grace and peace of our Saviour Jesus Christ be with you, 

and also with you. 

 

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent and we light the Candle of 

Love. 

 

First, we lit The Candle of Hope, and reaffirmed our hope in Jesus 

Christ. 

THE FIRST CANDLE OF THE WREATH IS LIT. 

 

Then we lit The Candle of Peace, and we reaffirmed the 

importance of our being peace-makers in our world. 

THE SECOND CANDLE OF THE WREATH IS LIT. 

 

Today, we light The Candle of Love, and reaffirm the importance 

of sharing the love we have in Christ Jesus. 

THE THIRD CANDLE OF THE WREATH IS LIT. 

 

A CANDLE IS BURNING 

A candle is burning, a Flame warm and bright, 

a candle of hope in December’s dark night. 

While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky, 

our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

A candle is burning, a candle of peace, 

a candle to signal that conflict must cease: 

For Jesus is coming to show us the way; 



a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

A candle is burning, a candle of love, 

a candle to point us to heaven above. 

A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth, 

for Jesus is bringing God’s love to our earth. 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth 

as a burning and shining light. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

May we your servants rejoice in his light, 

and so be led to witness to him 

who is the Lord of our coming kingdom,  

Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

  

OPENING HYMN:  108 vs 1,3,5 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

Silence is kept 

God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist 

to prepare the way of your Son: 

give us courage to speak the truth, 

to hunger for justice, 

and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 

ZEPHANIAH 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult 

with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  The LORD has taken 

away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear 

disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not 



fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your 

God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 

over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult 

over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove 

disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will 

deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at 

the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 

praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 

fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. (3: 14 – 20) 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE THREE (ISAIAH 12: 2 – 6) 

Refrain: Ring out your joy, for the Holy One of Israel is in your 

midst. 

Surely it is God who saves me; I will trust in him, and not be 

afraid.  For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he 

will be my Saviour. Refrain.  

 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of 

salvation. And on that day you shall say,  give thanks to the Lord 

and call upon his name; make his deeds knows among the peoples; 

see that they remember that his name is exalted.  Refrain. 

 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this 

is known in all the world. Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out 

your joy for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of 

Israel. Refrain. 

 

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO 

THE PHILIPPIANS 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 



hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (4: 4 – 7) 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN: 103 all verses 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

ACCORDING TO LUKE 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God 

is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." And 

the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said 

to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise." Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should 

we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what 

should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages." As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; 

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So, with many 

other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. (3: 

7 – 18) 



The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

THE SERMON THE  

 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God, 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Watchful at all times, 

let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 

 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 

remembering Central Newfoundland Synod Office Staff and all 

those worshiping in the Anglican Church of Canada, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

That God may establish among the nations 

his sceptre of righteousness, we pray for our Prime Minister, Justin 

Trudeau, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 



That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 

and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

That God may bind up the broken-hearted, 

restore the sick, especially those on the Ascension Prayer Cycle, 

raise up all who have fallen and those who have died, especially 

Elizabeth Hyde and Irene Collett: 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

That, with all the saints in light, 

we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 

to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father: 

(Silence is kept.) 

 

Almighty God, 

as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 

first came to seek and to save the lost; 

so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 

for he is now alive 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Heavenly Father, 

you call us to prepare for the coming of your Son: 

forgive us our unreadiness to receive him; 



when receiving him means adjusting to your will, 

when receiving him means opening ourselves to others’ needs 

when receiving him means more than words 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

you were proclaimed by John the Baptist: 

help us also to prepare your way: 

in our words, 

in our actions, 

in our thoughts 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, 

you speak through the prophets 

make us attentive to hear your word: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive you your sins, 

open your eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen you to do God’s will 

and give you the joy of God’s kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

God will speak peace to his people, 

to those who turn to him in their hearts.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: 91 vs 1,2,4,5 



THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need 

until the coming of your Son, 

our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, 

and opened to us the way of salvation. 

Now we watch for the day when he will come again 

in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

so that we, without shame or fear, 

may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 



Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember 

your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. Fill us with light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 



All praise and glory are yours, Holy God of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Silence for the Breaking of the Bread 

 

God of promise, 

you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom 

Happy are those who are called 

to the supper of the lamb. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: 11 all verses 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray, 

Standing, the community prays in silence 

God for whom we wait, 

in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. 



Send us forth to make known your deeds 

and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 

 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen. 

 

And the blessing… 

 

HYMN BEFORE THE DISMISSAL: 109 vs 1 & 4 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

With love and compassion, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

With judgment and mercy, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In power and glory, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In wisdom and truth, 

come, Lord Jesus. 



As we await our coming Saviour, 

Let us go forth bearing God’s promise to the world. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Ascension Prayer Cycle:  Aden, Amelia, Amy, Angela, Ann, 

Annie, Aubrey, Audrey, Barbara, Bertha, Brenda, Brian, Brittany, 

Brandon, Callum, Carl, Cathy, Christina, Cindy, Claire, Clarence, 

Connie, David, Debra, Delilah, Dennis, Derrick, Don, Donna, 

Doreen, Dot, Douglas, Dulcie, Ed, Baby Edward, Edie, Edgar, 

Elaine, Emily, Erin, Evelyn, Finnley, Frederick, Fred, Frank, Flo, 

Garrett, Gary, George, Gerald, Glenda, Gordon, Harry, Ike, Ina, 

Ingrid, Ira, Jack, Janet, Jason, Jennifer, Jenny, John, Josephine, 

Joan, Junior, Kent, Kevin, Kim, Laura, Leo, Leonie, Lori, Luke, 

Madeline, Marie, Marsha, Mark, Marion, Marylou, Maxine, 

Maxwell, Melvin, Michael, Michelle, Mike, Mona, Nancy, Oskar, 

Pam, Peter, Rachel, Randell, Rochelle, Rodney, Roland, Ruby, 

Ruth, Rita, Sadie, Sam, Sean, Shirley, Stephen, Susan, Tina, Todd, 

Tom, Valerie and Warwick. 
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