
 PARISH OF THE ASCENSION 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

PEACE 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

The grace and peace of our Saviour Jesus Christ be with you, 

and also with you. 

 

Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we light the Candle of 

Peace.  

 

Last week we lit the first candle, The Candle of Hope, and 

reaffirmed our hope in Jesus Christ. 

THE FIRST CANDLE OF THE WREATH IS LIT. 

 

Today, with The Candle of Peace, we reaffirm the importance of 

our being peace-makers in our world. 

THE SECOND CANDLE OF THE WREATH IS LIT. 

 

A CANDLE IS BURNING 

A candle is burning, a Flame warm and bright, 

a candle of hope in December’s dark night. 

While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky, 

our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

A candle is burning, a candle of peace, 

a candle to signal that conflict must cease: 

For Jesus is coming to show us the way; 

a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 

 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, 

but in our days you speak through your Son, 

whom you have appointed the heir of all things. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light, 



so that we may be found ready and watching 

when he comes again in glory and judgment; 

for you are our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

HYMN:  102 All Verses 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

(Silence is kept) 

God of mercy, 

may the radiance of your redeeming love rise in our hearts, 

lighting the way from the shadow of darkness 

and guiding our feet into the way of peace. Amen. 

 

A READING FROM MALACHI 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of 

his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 

refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 

LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 

years. (3: 1 – 4) 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH  

Bless’d be the God of Israel,  

the ever-living Lord, 

who comes in pow’r to save his own,  

his people Israel. 

For Israel he raises up  

salvation’s tow’r on high 

in David’s house who reigned as king  



and servant of the Lord. 

 

Through holy prophets did he speak  

his word in days of old, 

that he would save us from our foes  

and all who bear us ill. 

To our ancestors did he give  

his covenant of love; 

so with us all he keeps his word 

 in love that knows no end. 

 

Of old he gave his solemn oath 

 to Father Abraham; 

his seed a mighty race should be  

and bless’d for evermore. 

He vowed to set his people free  
from fear of ev’ry foe 

that we might serve him all our days  
in goodness, love, and peace 
 

O tiny child, your name shall be  

the prophet of the Lord; 

the way of God you shall prepare  

to make his coming known. 

You shall proclaim to Israel  

salvation’s dawning day 

when God shall wipe away all sins  

in his redeeming love. 

 

The rising sun shall shine on us  

to bring the light of day 

to all who sit in darkest night  

and shadow of the grave. 

Our footsteps God shall safely guide 
to walk the ways of peace. 
His name for evermore be bless’d 
who lives and loves and saves 
 



A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 

with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 

sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 

to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 

this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 

all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 

witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 

Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 

and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 

what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. (1: 3 – 

11) 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN: 106 vs. 1, 2, 3 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

ACCORDING TO LUKE 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 

son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 



prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 

shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and 

the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" (3: 1 – 6) 

 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

THE SERMON 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God, 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus. 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 

We pray for Western Newfoundland Synod office staff and for 

those worshiping in Burundi. Help us to live in the light of your 

coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord Jesus, come in glory 

 



Come to your world as Sovereign of the nations. 

We pray for our Governor General Mary Simon. 

Before you rulers will stand in silence. 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 

We pray for all those on the Ascension Prayer Cycle and other 

family and friends. Break into our lives, where we struggle with 

sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever. 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 

We remember those who have died, especially Mary Elizabeth 

Hawkins. Give us with all the faithful departed a share in your 

victory over evil and death. 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 

Lift us up to meet you, and all your saints and angels we may live 

and reign with you in your new creation. 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

Lord  Jesus, come in glory. 

(Silence is kept.) 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. By your coming, raise us to share in the joy 

of your kingdom on earth as in heaven, where you live and reign 

with the Father and the Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Heavenly Father, 

you call us to repent of our sins: 

soften our proud and stubborn hearts. 

-the sin of greed and rejection of your will, 

-the sin of condoning evil and dishonesty, 

-the sin of arrogance, 



Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

you declared the forgiveness of God: 

teach us to forgive one another. 

-when forgiving isn’t easy, 

-when admitting we are wrong is difficult, 

-when our pride gets in the way, 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, 

you search our hearts and show us the truth: 

direct us in your way of righteousness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be 

destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy of God’s 

kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

May the God of peace make you completely holy, 

ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: 97 vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope 



as we care for all those in need 

until the coming of your Son, 

our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, 

and opened to us the way of salvation. 

Now we watch for the day when he will come again 

in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

so that we, without shame or fear, 

may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 



Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember 

your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. Fill us with light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy God of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

(Silence for the Breaking of the Bread) 

 

God of promise, 

you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom 

Happy are those who are called 

to the supper of the lamb. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the People of God, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: 116 All Verses 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

When the consecrated bread and wine 

Are received each communicant replies “Amen.” 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray, 

Standing, the community prays in silence 

God for whom we wait, 

in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. 

Send us forth to make known your deeds 



and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

May God himself, the God of peace, 

make you perfect and holy, 

and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

and the blessing... 

 

HYMN BEFORE THE DISMISSAL: 111 vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

With love and compassion, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

With judgment and mercy, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In power and glory, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In wisdom and truth, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

 

As we await our coming Saviour, 

Let us go forth bearing God’s promise to the world. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Ascension Prayer Cycle:  Aden, Amelia, Amy, Angela, Ann, 

Annie, Aubrey, Audrey, Barbara, Bertha, Brenda, Brian, Brittany, 

Brandon, Callum, Carl, Cathy, Christina, Cindy, Claire, Clarence, 

Connie, David, Debra, Delilah, Dennis, Derrick, Don, Donna, 

Doreen, Dot, Douglas, Dulcie, Ed, Baby Edward, Edie, Edgar, 

Elaine, Emily, Erin, Evelyn, Finnley, Frederick, Fred, Frank, Flo, 

Garrett, Gary, George, Gerald, Glenda, Gordon, Harry, Ike, Ina, 

Ingrid, Ira, Jack, Janet, Jason, Jennifer, Jenny, John, Josephine, 

Joan, Junior, Kent, Kevin, Kim, Laura, Leo, Leonie, Lori, Luke, 

Madeline, Marie, Marsha, Mark, Marion, Marylou, Maxine, 

Maxwell, Melvin, Michael, Michelle, Mike, Mona, Nancy, Oskar, 

Pam, Peter, Rachel, Randell, Rochelle, Rodney, Roland, Ruby, 

Ruth, Rita, Sadie, Sam, Sean, Shirley, Stephen, Susan, Tina, Todd, 

Tom, Valerie and Warwick. 
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