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The Holy Eucharist for Christmas Eve 
 

Entrance Hymn  

 

Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Dear friends in Christ, welcome. 

We have come together in the presence of God our Creator to 

rejoice in the gift of Jesus to us as the light of the world, to hear 

and receive the story and message of the coming of Christ, to offer 

to God our thanksgiving in prayer and song, and to be fed and 

nourished at the table of the Lord. Welcome. 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light. 

 

For to us a child is born 

to us a Son is given. 

 

His name will be called 

Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, (sung) 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 



you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day (Silence is kept) 

Eternal God who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to 

see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Proclamation of the Word 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 9:2-7  

 

Psalm 96  

Refrain: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 

God. 

 

Second Reading: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus 2:11-

14 

  

Gradual Hymn  

 

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (2:1-

20) 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son 



he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

Prayers of the People 

Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour saying; Jesus, Saviour, Hear Our 

Prayer 

 

Christ, born in a stable, 

give courage to all who are homeless. 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ, for whom the angels sang, 

give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 

give peace on earth to all who are oppressed. 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 

give humility and wisdom to all who govern. 

Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 

 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 

give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you. Jesus, 

Saviour, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, 

you know us and love us, 

you share our lives 

and hear our prayer. 

Glory to you for ever. Amen. 

 



Confession and Absolution (Silence is kept) 

Christ the light of the world has come 

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. 

 

The Virgin Mary accepted your call 

to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our disobedience to your will. 

We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 

 

Your Son our Saviour 

was born in poverty in a manger. 

Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 

 

The shepherds left their flocks 

to go to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 

We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 

 

The wise men followed the star 

to find Jesus the King. 

Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 

We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 

 

May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive you your sins and make you holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

This holy night the angels sang, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 



Offertory Hymn  

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Generous Creator, in faith and joy 

we celebrate the birth of your Son. 

Increase our understanding and 

our love of the riches you have revealed in him, 

who is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the mystery of his incarnation 

was made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 

in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven, 

we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim 

the glory of your name. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love 



you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him 

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

 

On the night he was handed over 

to suffering and death, 

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “ Take, eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

we remember his death 

we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory; 



and we offer our sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving 

to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, 

this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, 

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament 

of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us 

to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

In the fullness of time, 

reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread (Silence is kept during the breaking of the 

bread) 

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 

The Communion 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer after Communion and Blessing (Standing the community 

prays in silence) 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light. 

 

For to us a child is born 

to us a Son is given. 

 

His name will be called 

Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Let us pray, 



Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in 

this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take 

flesh in us, 

so that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made 

known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing... 

 

Concluding Hymn  

 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 

Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
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