
PARISH OF THE ASCENSION  

EASTER DAY, APRIL 4, 2021 

 HOLY EUCHARIST  

BOOK OF ALTERNATIVE SERVICES AND COMMON PRAISE 

 

Celebrant: Rev’d Lynn Courage 

Homilist: Archdeacon David Burrows 

Readers: Robert Nurse 

      Randy Mercer 

      Rev’d Donna Mercer 

Soloists: Dana Dawe 

      Sheila Foote 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

OPENING HYMN:    203 vs. 1 & 3 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  

 

Celebrant:   Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

All:   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Celebrant:   May his grace and peace be with you. 

All:  May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 

Celebrant:   Almighty God, 

All: To you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Celebrant:  Glory to God in the highest 

All: And peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 

High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

  

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

1ST READING ISAIAH 25:6-9 

 



PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

his mercy endures for ever. 

 

Let Israel now proclaim, 

"His mercy endures for ever."  

 

The Lord is my strength and my song,  

and he has become my salvation.  

 

There is a sound of exultation and victory  

in the tents of the righteous:  

 

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"   

 

I shall not die, but live,  

and declare the works of the Lord.  

 

The Lord has punished me sorely,  

but he did not hand me over to death.   

 

Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.  

 

"This is the gate of the Lord; 

 he who is righteous may enter."  

 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me  

and have become my salvation.  

 

The same stone which the builders rejected  

has become the chief cornerstone.   

 

This is the Lord's doing,  

and it is marvellous in our eyes.  

 

On this day the Lord has acted;  

we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

Holy and mighty God, your Son’s triumph over sin and death has opened to us the gate of eternal 

life. Purify our hearts that we may follow where he has gone and share in the radiance of his 

glory. We ask this for the sake of our risen Lord.   PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 

 

2nd READING 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11 

 

GRADUAL HYMN: 212 vs. 1 & 5 Alleluia! The Strife Is O’er  

 



THE GOSPEL JOHN 20:1-18 

THE HOMILY  

 

NICENE CREED 

 

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with scriptures; he ascended into heaven and it seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, in God’s forgiveness. 

All: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God …Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  374 vs. 1 & 4 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

(Offertory is prepared and received) 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

 



Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

We give you thanks and praise for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true paschal lamb who has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us eternal life. Therefore, 

joining our voices with the whole company of heaven, 

we sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you…do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All  we remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection, 
we await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant     and we offer our sacrifice… now and forever. 
 

All        Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All  Now we are raised to new life. 
 
Celebrant  We were buried in your tomb. 
All  Now we share in your resurrection. 
 
Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:405 Alleluia No. 1  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Celebrant     Glory to God, 



All  whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUNG BLESSING 

 

Priest: May the blessing of God be upon you! 

 The blessing of the Father and the Son! 

 And may the Spirit of God, the Spirit of love 

 Be with you all your days. 

  

May God the Father, from whom every family  

takes its name, give you the power through His  

Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong. And  

may Jesus, the Son, live in your heart through  

faith and then, planted in love and built on love,  

may you be filled with the fullness of God. 

 

All: May the blessing of God be upon you! 

 The blessing of the Father and the Son! 

And may the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Peace  

Be with you all your days. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: 231 vs. 1 & 3 That Eastertide with Joy Was Bright  

 

DISMISSAL 
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Book of Common Praise 
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GIA Publications. 

Wee Worship Book 

The Iona Community 

CCLI License # 173331 

Voices United Copyright 1996 


