
 
 

Letter to the Congregation 

Parish of the Ascension, Mount Pearl, NL 

Lent, 2023 

 

Dear Friends: 

I write to you now as Interim Priest-in-Charge of the Parish, but I never lose sight of the fact that I remain 

one of you, with membership roots going all the way back to the time of our first Rector, the Rev. R. T. 

Mercer(!), with gaps in between, of course, as I served in other places.  Although we are not an old parish 

in comparison with some, we have a good and respectable history of worship and service in this city and 

in outreach to the wider community. 

But as with all of the Church, of all denominations and in all places, we are experiencing a time of great 

uncertainty. Societies are changing all around, and that means we are changing and our Church is 

changing. We often say, “The Church is people, not buildings.” These are not just words: it is reality. And 

because “society” is people and the Church is people, then of course the Church is changing. It must 

change…or die. However, the fact is we do not know what “change” is ultimately going to mean for us. 

So we are uncertain; in a sense, we are wandering, not knowing where we are going. 

How does that make you feel? We need never be ashamed of our feelings: we cannot help them because 

they are expressions of who we are! Some people are afraid: they like things the way they are and want 

them to stay the same. Some people are angry, and either fight against change or leave. Others are 

fatalistic, thinking “whatever will be will be,” and just go along with it. And others are proactive, excited, 

wanting to guide how matters turn out. I suspect all of these feelings, and more, can be found among us 

at Ascension. And all must be respected. 

In all of the uncertainties we are living with, I find it reassuring and helpful to remember our heritage. 

The Church—this Church—is the Body of Christ, filled with His life. And the life with which He fills this 

body is the life He has after enduring the most profound changes our humanity can face: betrayal, 

suffering, depression and death! Even death was not the end for Jesus: after death change continued: 

there was resurrection and new life. That resurrection life is the life He gave to His followers; that is the 

life He gives to the Church; that is the life we share as a full part of that Church. His promise is that even 

the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church and the faith it proclaims (Matt. 16:18). This is a 

promise I trust, even if things I hold dear are swept away in the changes we are experiencing. 

Trust in this time of change is a quality we must seek to give…trust that God knows where we are going, 

even if we don’t. Let us look at our tradition.  
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Abraham obeyed God’s summons to leave his home town and travel, he did not know where. 

God led him to the land that would later become the nation of Israel, where he became rich and 

powerful.  

The people of Israel, escaping their slavery in Egypt, wandered in the wilderness forty years, again 

not knowing where they were going. Under Moses God led them back to the land God had given 

to Abraham and promised to his descendants. 

Centuries later the people of Judea, living in despair in captivity in Babylon, were released as God 

promised and returned to their home country. 

Now we come to the season of Lent, when we think of Jesus spending forty days in the wilderness 

tempted by the devil. For Jesus this was also a time of profound change, and those temptations actually 

show us He did not really know at first where He was going. He was leaving His quiet life as a carpenter 

in Nazareth to obey His Father’s call to proclaim and bring about God’s salvation for all people. He was 

tempted to adopt different approaches to that ministry—all wrong. At last He was guided to choose the 

way of self-giving love and service. Continuing change led to resurrection and return to His place in 

heaven. 

So we trust God will lead us to the place prepared for us where our life as Church will be richer than we 

can now imagine. It is human nature to want to know where we are going. It is also human nature for 

many people to resist change, and it’s good to resist changes leading the wrong way, as Jesus did…as 

long as we accept that change is inevitable when God is leading. So, as we journey through Lent to Easter, 

let us travel with Jesus as we seek to understand what new expressions of being Church God is calling us 

to find. 

During Lent we will return to having worship on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 o’clock: a short Evening 

Prayer, with a meditation I will offer on some of the miracle stories in the Gospels. In this I am guided by 

a wonderful book, The Meaning in the Miracles, by the Very Rev’d. Jeffrey John, former Dean of St. 

Alban’s, England. We will not be having the Stations of the Cross. 

Our Lenten Project this year focuses on The Association for New Canadians, in their work of helping 

people who have come to live in Canada—and here in the north-east Avalon in particular—adjust to the 

great changes they are experiencing. We think especially at this time of refugees from the terrible war 

in Ukraine, but there are people of many different countries living among us. They are asking us to help 

with providing backpacks and school supplies for children, necessities which many immigrating families 

cannot afford when first arriving. I know our generosity in reaching out to others will come through again 

to assist this good work. A representative will visit us on Palm Sunday to collect our gifts. 

This Lent let us seek to strengthen our trust that God is leading us to the right place, and so journey with 

faith and confidence. 

Grace and peace.      William J. Bellamy 


