
March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday of the Passion 

 

Dear Members of the Family of the Ascension,  

 
The Vestry of the parish gathered this past Thursday for two and a half hours, in prayer and 
contemplation, to continue their work of making decisions concerning their role to advise and assist the 
Rector and Churchwardens in the management of the affairs of the Church in the congregation. The 
advice and assistance has been essential in the continuing ministry and mission of the parish. Of 
particular concern this past Thursday were the announcements from the Provincial Government through 
the Chief Medical Officer of Health, and the announcements from our Diocese through our Bishop, both 
specifically relating to the change on March 27, 2021 of the province entering into a Modified Alert Level 
Two.  
 
In context, I share with you that the Vestry is composed of active members of the parish aged sixteen 
and above, elected or appointed for a period of time. Currently, the Vestry is composed of members 
that also have roles within the church as Readers, ACW and Altar Guild Members, MSC Members, Choir 
Members, COVID19 Liturgy Team Members, and clergy. Within our membership we also have persons 
who have recovered from the COVID19 Variant this past month, as well as those who have had family 
members and colleagues recover from COVID19.  
 
The discussion and dialogue concerning the plan for the Parish of the Ascension’s reopening for public 
worship was the longest portion of our meeting. I share with you an overview of the decision, and the 
major points that were shared by members. All members had opportunities to speak, and each spoke in 
turn as we approached this discussion and decisions with care, dignity, empathy, and love.  
 
The following realities were shared:  
 

 Our COVID19 Liturgy Teams have diminished. We only have six persons at this time, which 
constitutes one full team. This ministry cannot sustain long term demands of the opening of the 
parish for in-person public worship.  

 The Audio-Visual Team consists of two members, which cannot sustain long term ministry of 
providing on-line streaming of services of worship.  

 There is a calling and need for persons within our parish to faithfully offer worship to Almighty 
God. There is a yearning for the community of faith to be present with each other in worship.  

 The current levels of vaccination (mostly one vaccine shot for most seniors, health care 
professionals and essential workers) does not constitute full immunity.  

 The reality as expressed by the Chief Medical Officer of Health that the province is to presume 
that COVID19 and its variants are present in the community and the threat of exposure and lack 
of containment is a possibility at present.  

 The Vestry is cautious and hesitant to change the current pattern of worship because it cannot 
guarantee safety to parishioners, COVID19 and Audio-Visual Teams, and the Staff of the parish if 
we were to open to public worship at this point in time.  

 



In light of these realities that were shared, the Vestry unanimously passed a motion to continue with 
online worship for the foreseeable future.  
 
During this time, the Vestry is encouraging those who are below sixty years of age to consider coming 
forward to provide leadership and support to the COVID19 Liturgy Team, and to the Audio-Visual Team. 
Without a sufficient complement of persons in these teams, it will continue to be impossible for the 
parish to offer public worship.  
 
The Vestry has chosen to revisit this decision on April 29, 2021 at the next vestry meeting. In that 
meeting, the decision will be made considering the following factors:  
 

 Ample numbers to fill the needed roles for the COVID19 Liturgy Teams so that we can offer 
weekly public worship (at least four teams of four persons each) 

 Ample numbers to fill the needed roles for the Audio-Visual Team (at least five persons) 

 Continued good reports from the Chief Medical Officer of Health concerning the levels of 
COVID19 and variants in the province, and the ability of the province to contain any spread.  

 
In addition to these decisions and parameters for reopening, the vestry made the following decision: 
 

 Indoor gatherings for groups that offer faith formation and fellowship (Godly Play, Youth Group, 
CLB, ACW, MSC and others) will be suspended at the Ascension until the end of August 2021.  

 
In addition, I have decided that the process of pastoral care and liturgy for Home Communicants in the 
parish will continue to be communication through telephone and other distanced means. Both Rev.’d 
Lynn and I will continue with telephone visits, with the probability of Physically Distanced Visits as the 
weather improves in the coming weeks. These decisions are made out of care for safety and love of the 
parish.  
 
There was much consideration of the impacts of these decisions. Yes, we are not moving in the ways 
that other parishes are presently moving. We are not closing our doors; we are still providing worship 
and care, from a perspective of safety and concern. We feel that after the date of April 29 we will be in a 
better position to evaluate the condition of the province with regard to COVID19 and Variants, as well as 
the condition of the human resources that we have to ensure the safe return to public worship.  
 
Pastoral Offices that are required in acute settings, including Baptisms, Marriage, and Funerals, will 
continue to be available as the need arises. One COVID19 Liturgy Team and one Audio-Visual Team will 
suffice for the safety of these liturgies. These liturgies will follow the current provincial and diocesan 
guidelines, and be open by invitation from the individuals requesting only, in consultation with the 
Rector.  
 
These decisions have not been taken lightly. It has involved much prayer and contemplation. In the days 
ahead I am very much aware of the lament that parishioners will feel, especially concerning the reality 
of being unable to attend public worship during Holy Week and Easter at the parish, the most important 
acts of worship that we as Christians hold.  
 



I have informed the Bishop of our decisions, and he has affirmed our response. In particular, his words 

to me were, “I fully understand and support the Vestry's decision.  As I mentioned, it is up to the 

parishes to determine if they are ready.  Given Mount Pearl's situation, I can empathize with you.” 

These are not the decisions I had thought I would ever be sharing. I lament because the pervasive nature 

of COVID19, the fear and anxiety that accompanies it continue to challenge communities throughout the 

world. We are all affected and transformed by the realities that we have been living with these past 

twelve months, and the reality that we will have to live with COVID19 in the future. Though these 

certainties exist, an even greater truth is before us, with us always. The Holy One never abandons us; 

God is present wherever and whenever we are.  

At the end of the discussion of this topic during Vestry, I concluded with these words:  

“If we believe God reaches us wherever we are, and if we believe God is present in the actions and 

prayers that we hold, we do not need to gather in the church building on a Sunday (though it is the 

customary and preferred action for us in our Christian vocation). We need to be reminded that God 

reaches us and speaks to us in our circumstance, wherever we are: 

 When we are sick in hospital – God is there 

 When we are isolated at home in our bubbles – God is there 

 When we stand within the sanctuary – God is there.” 

I hope and pray that the actions we have taken will be steps that will help us be assured of the ability to 

open up safely in the weeks to come. It is not ideal, and yet it is the place where we stand at this 

moment.  

Grace and peace to you as you hear this, wherever you are.  

 

David 

Archdeacon of Avalon 
Parish of the Ascension, Mount Pearl  
Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador  
www.ascensionnl.ca 
709-746-2095 
www.twitter.com/dburrows_nl 
www.facebook.com/DavidBurrowsNL 
www.instagram.com/davidburrows_nl 
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