
PARISH OF THE ASCENSION 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 

MOTHERING SUNDAY LENT IV 

MORNING LITURGY A – IONA WEE WORSHIP BOOK V 

 

OPENING RESPONSES: 

 

O God, you summon the day to dawn; you teach the morning to waken the earth 

Great is your name, 

Great is your love. 

 

For you the valleys will sing for joy, the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Great is your name, 

Great is your love. 

 

To you the monarchs of earth shall bow, the poor and the persecuted shall shout for joy: 

Great is your name, 

Great is your love. 

 

Your love and justice shall last for ever, fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise. 

Great is your name, 

Great is your love. 

 

HYMN: Come In Come In, and Sit Down 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

From before the world began and after the end of eternity, you are God. 

From the sea bursting from its womb to the wind ceasing from its chase, you are God. 

In the vastness of the universe and the forgotten corners of our hearts, you are God. 

You are our God and we Bless you. 

 

Because the world is beautiful, and beauty is a tender thing, and we are caretakers of creation, we 

need you God. 

We need you God. 

 

Because human knowledge seems endless, the world is our oyster and we do not know what we 

do not know, we need you God. 

We need you, God. 

 



Because we can live without you and are free to go against you and could worship our wisdom 

alone, we need you, God. 

We need you, God. 

 

Because you came among us and sat beside us and heard us speak  

and saw us ignore you and healed our pain  

and let us wound you and loved us to the end  

and triumphed over all our hatred,  

we need you, God. 

We need you, God. 

 

Because you, not we, are God, we need you, God. 

We need you, God. 

 

Listen, for the God who created us says “Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name: you are mine. 

You are precious to me. I love you, I honour you, I am with you” 

 

So we respond: 

Maker of all, we are your children, the creatures of your kindness, the bearers of your 

image. 

This day, we will walk by your light, follow your Son and live by your spirit, 

This day, we will not offer to you offerings that cost us nothing.  

For this is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

PSALM 139 

 

Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down and my 
rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways.   

 

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

 

You press upon me behind and before and lay your hand upon me. 

 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 

Where can I go then from your Spirit? where can I flee from your presence? 

 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 



 

If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

 

Even there your hand will lead me and your right hand hold me fast. 

 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night.” 

 

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both 

alike. 

 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 

I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

 

My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret and woven in the 

depths of the earth. 
 

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; 

they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

 

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them! 

 

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; to count them all, my 
life span would need to be like yours. 
 

Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God!  You that thirst for blood, depart 
from me. 

 

They speak despitefully against you; your enemies take your name in vain. 

 

Do I not hate those, O Lord, who hates you? And do I not loathe those who rise up against 

you? 

 

I hate them with a perfect hatred; they have become my own enemies. 

 

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my restless thoughts. 

 

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 
 
God of mystery and power, even our minds and hearts are the veils and signs of your 

presence. We come in silent wonder to learn the way of simplicity, the eternal road that 



leads to love for you and for your whole creation. We come as your Son Jesus Christ 

taught us, and in his name.     PSALM 139 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung) 

 

READIN:  COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 

 

HYMN: When Mothers of Salem 

 

GOSPEL:  MARK 9:33-37 

 

For the Word of God in scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 

For the Word of God within us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION 

 

HYMN FOR THE OFFERING: Hymn of Promise (In the Bulb there is a Flower) 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

HYMN: God the Creator 

 

SUNG BLESSING 

 

Priest: May the blessing of God be upon you! 

 The blessing of the Father and the Son! 

 And may the Spirit of God, the Spirit of love 

 Be with you all your days. 

  

May God the Father, from whom every family  

takes its name, give you the power through His  

Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong. And  

may Jesus, the Son, live in your heart through  

faith and then, planted in love and built on love,  

may you be filled with the fullness of God. 

 

 



All: May the blessing of God be upon you! 

 The blessing of the Father and the Son! 

And may the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Peace  

Be with you all your days. 

 

CLOSING RESPONSES 

 

From where we are to where you need us, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

 

From the familiarity of what we know to the wonder of what you will reveal, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

 

To transform the fabric of this world until it is resembles the shape of your kingdom, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

 

Because good things have been prepared for those who love God, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

 

 

Resources For Worship From The Following Sources 

 

Anglian Church of Canada 

One License #733242-A 

Book of Alternative Services 

Book of Common Praise 

GIA Publications. 

Wee Worship Book 

The Iona Community 

CCLI License # 173331 
The Book of Common Praise (Revised 1938) 

Voices United Copyright 1996 

 

 

 

 

 


