
Rite of Welcoming 
The candidates stand. The clergy of the four parishes present them to the 

Bishop as follows: 
We present [Names of Candidates], who wish to turn again 

to the way of Christ, within the communion of the Church. 

The Bishop asks the following questions of the candidates: 

What do you seek? 

Candidates To be accepted as a candidate for confirmation. 

Bishop What do you ask of the Church? 

Candidates Their prayers, their support, their instruction, and their 

community. 

Bishop  Have you been baptized in water, in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit? 
Candidates I have. 

The Bishop replies as follows: 

In baptism, we died with Christ 

so that we might begin a new life together  

in the power of his resurrection.  
You were marked in your baptism  

with the sign of his cross;  

and now you have come  
to enter more fully into the meaning of that sign.  

Jesus told us that he is  

‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life’. 
Will you reflect on the Way  

that God has adopted you through baptism  

and has given you new life in Christ? 

Candidates I will. 

Bishop Will you listen with us  
 to the Truth of the apostles’ teaching? 

Candidates I will. 

Bishop Will you join with us in the Life of prayer and service as you 

prepare for confirmation? 

Candidates I will. 

The whole congregation stands. The Bishop says: 

 Dear friends in Christ, will you care for these people, and 

support them by prayer and by example?  
People  We will.  

Bishop Will you help them continue to grow in the knowledge and 

love of God and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord?  

People  We will. 

Bishop Will you share with them, as God gives you opportunity,  

your own experience of life in Christ? 
People We will. 

Bishop Let us pray.  

God of steadfast love,  

on behalf of these our siblings in Christ, 
we offer thanks and praise to you 

for the covenant you made with them in baptism  

and for the experience of your guiding presence  

which has brought them to this day. 
Help us to serve them faithfully  

with the kindness you have shown us  

and to accept with joy all the gifts of grace they bring.  
Together may we offer ourselves in your service,  

seeking your kingdom and the honour of your holy name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The service continues with the Nicene Creed. 
 


