
Church of the Ascension 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love 

Sunday, December 20 
 

Gathering of the Community 

 

The grace and peace of our Saviour Jesus Christ be with you, 

And also with you. 

 

Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent and we light The Candle 

of Love. First we lit The Candle of Hope, and reaffirmed our 

hope in Jesus Christ. (The first candle of the wreath is lit.) 

 

Then we lit The Candle of Peace, and we reaffirmed the 

importance of our being peace-makers in our world. (The 

second candle of the wreath is lit.) 

 

Then we lit The Candle of Joy and we reaffirmed the joy we 

find in Jesus. (The third candle of the wreath is lit.) 

 

Today, we light The Candle of Love, and reaffirm the 

importance of sharing the love we have in Christ Jesus. (The 

fourth candle of the wreath is lit.) 

 

Advent Message of Love – Stewart Button 

 

God of love, who brought love into this world, 

be the love that dwells between us. 

 

God of love, who brought peace into this world, 

be the peace that dwells between us. 

 

God of love, who brought joy into this world, 

be the joy that dwells between us. 

 

God of love, the rock we stand upon, 

be the center, the focus of our lives always, 

and particularly this Advent time.  



Collect of the Day 

 

Opening Hymn:  When The King Shall Come Again 109 vs. 

1, 2 

 

A Reading from the 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 89:1-4,19-26 Refrain: Your love, O Lord, for ever will I 

sing. 

 

Gradual Hymn:  My Soul Proclaims Your Glory, Lord, 363 

vs. 1, 2, 5  

  

The Holy Gospel 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

1:26-38 

  

Homily 

 

An Affirmation of Faith 

 

Let us declare our faith in God, 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through 

faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People (Green Sheet) 

 

Confession and Absolution 



Heavenly Father, you exalted the humble and meek: 

give us humble and contrite hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you grew towards birth in the Virgin’s womb: 

be planted also in our hearts and lives. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, you overshadowed Mary, that she might become 

the God-bearer: fill us with your heavenly gifts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom 

that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes 

to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you 

the joy of God’s kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

The Peace 

 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life.  

May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 89 vs. 1,6,7 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 



We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, and 

opened to us the way of salvation. Now we watch for the day 

when he will come again in power and great triumph to judge 

the world, so that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to 

behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you for the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 

among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth 

in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his 

coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 

meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 

Fill us with light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy God of Israel, Word of 

God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

God of love, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom 

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the lamb.  

 

The Communion 

 

Communion Hymn:  It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, 141 

vs. 1,2,3,4,5 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 



Thanks be to God. 

  

Prayer after Communion 

 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Blessing 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing....  

  

Closing Hymn: Joy to The World! The Lord is Come, 154 vs. 

1, 2, 4  

 

The Dismissal 

 

Arise, shine, our light is coming; 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon us. 

Though night still covers the earth 

and darkness covers the nations, 

over us will the Lord arise, 

over us will the glory of God appear.  

 

As we await our coming Saviour, 

Let us go forth bearing God’s promise to the world. 

Thanks be to God. 
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